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ANNOUNCEMENT. 

The Seventh Meeting of the present Session will be held on 
Wednesday, April 9th, at the Bishopsgate Institute, E.C. (in 
the Reference Library), permission having been kindly given by 
Mr. C. W. F. Goss, Librarian and Clerk to the Governors. 
Proceedings will commence at 7.30 p.m. 

They will consist of a consideration of the proposal brought forward at the 
last meeting for affiliation with the National Association of Local Govern- 
ment Officers. A representative of that Association has promised to be 
present, in order that the members may have the fullest possible information 
before them for an intelligent discussion of the suggestion. The Council 


urges all who possibly can to attend the, meeting, as by that means only can 
the members generally obtain a satisfactory knowledge of the proceedings. 


Ourselves and the Future.—Certainly not for more than 
four years, and perhaps never in the history of the L.A.A., has 
there been quite such a meeting as the March General Meeting, 
which was held at the National Library for the Blind, on 
Wednesday, the 19th ult. There was a good attendance, and the 
chair was occupied by the Vice-President, Mr. R. F. Bullen. 
The minutes of the previous meeting having been read and 
confirmed, Mr. Thorne, the Honorary Secretary, extended a 
cordial welcome to the number of men who had returned from 
service with the Colours, and explained briefly that the object of 
the meeting was to consider the future policy of the L.A.A. as it 
affected the welfare of library assistants. At least four sugges- 
tions ought to be considered by the meeting: (1) that of organising 
ourselves on trades union lines, (2) that of affiliating with the 
National Association of Local Government Officers, (3) the 
possibility of affiliating or amalgamating with the Library Asso- 
ciation, and (4) the question of increasing the Association’s 
subscriptions for the purpose of carrying on propaganda work, 
and a more active programme generally. 

The opener of the discussion expressed, on behalf of the 
returned men, appreciation of the way in which the officers of the 
Association had carried on during the years of war. Their 
determination to carry on had done much to sustain the interest 
of the men while they had been on service, and they returned 
full of enthusiasm for the profession that they loved. He could 
assure the meeting that thev were now going to make things hum. 
Personally, he strongly supported the proposal to join the 
National Association, being of opinion that the time was ripe 
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for library workers to drop the attitude of being so refined that 
they must not do this or that as being beneath their dignity. The 
next speaker said that he was convinced that the present position 
of librarianship was untenable. Even doctors had adopted 
trades union principles, and he strongly urged affiliation with an 
Association that already nad a membership of 30,000. The 
penny rate limitation was nothing to do with us as library 
workers. We had two distinct questions to consider: the future 
of ourselves and the future of the profession. With the per- 
mission of the meeting he would move that the Council be 
instructed to take into consideration the question of affiliation 
with the National Association of Local Government Officers. 
The motion was seconded, and Mr. Hogg explained the benefits 
to be derived from affiliation membership and direct membership, 
and strongly urged that every library worker should join up asa 
member in his own right. We were municipal officers first, and 
library assistants second. The speakers who followed were 
equally keen upon joing forces in some way with the National 
Association. One speaker suggested that chief librarians were 
not always up against the penny rate in the same way as assistants 
were, so far as their salaries were concerned, and another put 
forward the suggestion that many of the bad salaries paid to 
library assistants were not due to the rate limitation at all, but 
rather to the fact that for many years past, librarians had virtually 
occupied the position of emplovers of labour, and had possessed 
the exclusive right of determining what an assistant’s salary 
should be. By being placed on an equal footing with other 
departments of the municipal service this evil would be mitigated 
to an appreciable extent. The worst example quoted at the 
meeting was the case of an assistant who has had sixteen years’ 
experience, holds all the certificates of the Library Association, 
and has served his country for four years. He returns to find 
that his salary is two pounds a week. Other speakers urged in 
no uncertain language that the Association should be run on 
trades union lines, and that, if necessary, the rates of subscription 
should be increased, provided that a more attractive programme 
could be placed before assistants. A suggestion that the time 
had possibly arrived when we ought seriously to consider the 
question of seeking amalgamation with the Library Association 
was greeted with distinct disapproval, but the idea of affiliating 
with the National Association of Local Government Officers 
was unanimously approved, and it was decided to ask a repre- 
sentative of the association to attend the next meeting. It was 
further resolved to circularise all library authorities, requesting 
that when the salaries of assistants are being considered they 
shall be placed on a footing at least equal to other departments of 
the Corporation’s service. 
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Our Demobilized Colleagues.—It has been the privilege of 
the Association’s Officers to receive letters from a number of 
demobilized colleagues, some of which we have been unable to 
acknowledge personally. Through these columns we thank 
those who have written us expressing appreciation of the Asso- 
ciation’s work during the past four years. All of them display 
great enthusiasm for the future, and the one who writes that “ by 
this post I have sent my annual subscription to the Honorary 
Treasurer, expressing a hope for a forward movement of the 
L.A.A. through the comradeship gained in this war,” appears to 
express the wishes of every one of our correspondents. 

Library Hours.—We notice that “Callimachus” in the 
February issue of The Library World has broached the question 
of the tendency towards a shortening of the working day as it 
is likely to affect library assistants. We also learn that the 
Sunderland Lending Libraries are to continue to close at 
7.30 p.m., and will not revert to the pre-war hour of 9 p.m. 
“The committee takes the stand that longer hours are undesirable 
in these days of improved and shorter working hours 
Consideration for the staff is another reason for the decision to 
close not later than 7.30 p.m. It is difficult to get staffs to work 
such a long daily period. In fact, the staff assistants have made 
an application for increased salaries. They refer to the incon- 
venience of having long drawn-out hours and the system which 
entails their return to duty after dinner and tea.” The 
Lewisham Lending Libraries are to close at 7 p.m. instead of 8. 
As this is a question likely to be much in evidence in the near 
future, may we ask readers to send us notes of any shortening of 
library hours, especially as to how the shortening affects the staff. 

Our Soldier Librarians.—Some time ago we referred to 
the excellent work that had been accomplished by Captain Carter 
(Warwick) and Sergeant Owen (Leamington) in the way of 
organizing libraries for the benefit of troops in our camps. We 
now learn that Gunner James Ross (Liverpool), who has just 
returned to librarianship, has done similar good work, including 
the preparation of an excellent catalogue of the Library of the 
Second Reserve Brigade of Artillery. 

The Election.—We again remind readers that a ballot will 
be taken at the Annual Meeting for Officers and Council for the 
ensuing year. We hope that no officer or councillor will be 
elected for any sentimental reason, but that members will 
nominate and elect those who will best serve their interests 
wisely but fearlessly. That there are such men and women still 
among us was evident at the last general meeting. 

Our Official Welcome to Returned Colleagues. — In 
conr.ection with the Annual Meeting, it is proposed to extend an 
official welcome to library workers who have returned from active 











260 


service. As a certain amount of expense will be incurred, the 
Council ventures to appeal for donations towards the expenses. 
These should be sent to the Honorary Treasurer, Mr. J. F. Hogg, 
Central Library, Battersea, S.W. 11. Further details will 
appear in our next issue, but the form of the programme must 
depend to some extent on the response made to this appeal. 
Library Association Lectures.—We regret to hear that 
these lectures are not receiving the support that was expected, 
although there must be numbers of men and women requiring 
precisely the kind of instruction offered; we should have thought 
they would have been glad of this opportunity. It is not too late 
yet for any who have been hesitating to enter their names, and 
we hope there may bea promising increase in the number of 
students. 








CORRESPONDENCE 
To the Edttor of ‘‘ The Library Assistant 
March 28th, 1919. 
DEAR S1R,—It does not appear to be generally known that those 
engaged in Library work who have returned to their duties from the 
Colours, and who are desirous of continuing their education, may make 
application for a grant to enable them to do soat the Ministry of Labour, 
Horrex’s Hotel, Norfolk Street, Strand, any day at 9.30a.m. The Ministry 
probably has branches throughout tie country for receiving similar applica- 
tions for those unable to attend in London. When | called at the offices the 
existence of an examination scheme in Librarianship, and a definite course of 
Lectures and instruction did not appear to have been included by the 
Government in their Table of Professions, &c. I have since attempted to put 
this matter right by asking the Honorary Secretary of the Education Com- 
mittee of the Library Association to have its syllabus of Classes and 
Examinations included in the Government's List. 
Yours, &c., 
GEORGE R. BOLTON, 
Sub-Librarian, Stoke Newington 


OBITUARY. 

It is with regret that we have to report the death of Miss M. M. CoareEs, 
senior woman assistant of the Battersea Public Libraries, afier six months’ 
painful illness. Miss Coates entered the Library service in 1899 as a junior, 
and from the beginning proved herself an intelligent and capable assistant 
She was keenly interested in her profession, and obtained three Library 
Association Certificates in the course of her career. The Battersea staff 
mourn a colleague and friend whose genial help they sadly miss 





NEW MEMBERS. 
Francis T. B. Mason, Westminster; J. V. Jacobs, Twickenham 
Caroline M. Potter, Reading ; Frank S. Smith, Wood Green 





CHANGES AND APPOINTMENTS. 

“A. E. CUMMINS, senior assistant, Kingston-upon-Thames, has been 
appointed assistant librarian, Chemical Society's Library 

HENRY PETERS, librarian-in-charge of the Hither Green Branch of the 
Lewisham Public Libraries, has resigned 

GEORGE SLINGER, senior assistant, Central Lending Library, Bolton 
has been appointed librarian, Carnegie Library, Farnworth. 
* Member, L.A.A. 














